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Immediate Release

Debate on Gatineau Park Bill Postponed Till End of February
Chelsea, February 16, 2011 – Debate at report stage on the Gatineau Park bill, originally scheduled for Tuesday, February 15, has been postponed until the week of February 28.
On Thursday of last week, Government House Leader John Baird had announced that Bill C-20 would be up for consideration this week. However, as is often the case with House business, schedules change at the drop of a hat to suit the needs of the legislative process.
When debate resumes on Bill C-20 the week of February 28, Bloc Québécois MP Richard Nadeau will move two amendments: one to ensure the provinces of Quebec and Ontario are consulted when Master Plans are being developed; the other to guarantee that maintenance and restoration of ecological integrity are the first priority in all aspects of Gatineau Park management.

According to the Gatineau Park Protection Committee, Bill C-20 falls short of meeting basic park protection criteria and fails to reflect the consensus on Gatineau Park. 

A consensus on the park has emerged over several decades as a result of public and private initiatives, federal-provincial agreements, numerous public consultations and parliamentary debate. It was most recently expressed during the mandate reviews of both Gatineau Park and the NCC and before the Senate Committee studying Bill S-210.  

According to that consensus, park legislation must mandate conservation and ecological integrity as top management priorities, enshrine boundaries in legislation and respect Quebec’s territorial integrity. It must also eliminate private property development and dedicate Gatineau Park to future generations.

In the absence of proper protection, the NCC has allowed the building of 120 new houses in Gatineau Park since 1992, as well as removal of 8 km2 of its land mass. Add to this a new superstore, coffee shop, gas station, fire hall, municipal pumping station and five new roads built in violation of master plans, and the need for stronger parliamentary oversight becomes even more urgent. 

Unless Bill C-20 is properly amended, Gatineau Park will continue to suffer “death by a thousand cuts.” 
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